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not hesitated to resort to wholesale destruction of even human life.
Its motto is: Might is Right, and it is essentially individualistic. This
does not mean that there is nothing for India to learn from the
West, for in spite of the acceptance by the West of the Doctrine
of Might is Right, the human touch has not altogether disappeared
in the West. The relentless pursuit of a false ideal conceived as
truth has opened the eyes of numerous men in the West to the
falsity of that ideal. I would like India to copy that spirit of
search for the truth in the place of being satisfied with tradition
without question, but India can safely copy nothing before she
has come to her own and realized that her culture has a very im-
portant place in the universe and it must be defended at all
costs. The importation of Western culture by the British in India
has meant exploitation of her resources for the supposed benefit
of Great Britain. It has brought millions of people to the verge
of starvation, and it has almost emasculated a whole nation.
The foregoing programme is an attempt to prevent the impen-
ding ruin not by Western methods but by Indian methods, namely,
by internal reform and self-purification from the very bottom. To
remove the curse of untouchability is to do penance for the sin
committed by the Hindus of degrading a fifth of their own reli-
gionists. To remove the curse of intoxicating drinks and drugs not
only purifies the nation, but it also deprives an immoral system of
Government of an immoral source of revenue to the extent of near-
ly 25 crores of rupees. To revive hand-spinning and hand-weav-
ing brings back to millions of cottages of India their supple-
mentary industry, revives the old Indian art, removes the degrad-
ing pauperism and provides an automatic insurance against famine.
At the same time, it deprives Great Britain of the strongest incen-
tive for Indian exploitation, for if India can clothe herself without
importing foreign cloth and foreign machinery, the relations bet-
ween Great Britain and India become natural and almost idea-
listic. They take the form then of a voluntary partnership re-
sulting in mutual benefit and, probably, benefit to mankind in
general. Unity between the different religionists of India prevents
Great Britain from pursuing the immoral policy of Divide and
Rule, and the practice of non-violence in resisting exploitation
and degradation, if it becomes successful, is likely to serve as an
example for the whole world to copy.
In following out the programme, mistakes and miscalculations
have undoubtedly been made. Regrettable incidents have also
taken place, but I make bold to say that no movement in which
millions of people have taken part has yet taken place with so